Brand Name Justification

This brand name justification and approval is for the award of a contract to provide McAfee Firewall Enterprise S6032F maintenance support (1-year service agreements) on existing and installed McAfee firewall software at Fleet Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography Center (FLENUMMETOCCEN), Monterey, CA.


Demonstration of Contractor's Unique Qualifications:

Pursuant to Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 6.302-l(c), an acquisition that specifies sole source or uses a brand name description or other purchase description to specify a particular brand name, product, or feature of a product, peculiar to one manufacturer shall be justified and
approved in accordance with FAR 6.303 and 6.304.

McAfee Firewall Enterprise S6032 maintenance support includes the ability to provide patches and updates that require detailed knowledge of the underlying hardware and software systems. These are not readily available and require detailed and advanced knowledge of the systems, especially when Information Assurance (lA), a/k/a cybersecurity, is involved. No independent vendor can create these patches to fix problems with underlying machine code and would not have a detailed understanding of the highly complicated Information Architecture environment in use at FLENUMMETOCCEN. The brand name McAfee Firewall Enterprise S6032 is proprietary to the manufacturer. McAfee owns the intellectual property for the hardware I software installed at LENUMMETOCCEN, and are the only source capable of servicing the equipment, or authorized resellers as a service provider. Due to the critical nature of these firewalls, which are required to continue on-going US Navy Operational support, non-authorized vendors cannot be considered. Only authorized resellers have access to the actual, approved patches, tools, and updates that will keep the equipment operating in good working order, and in alignment with all lA requirements.

FLENUMMETOCCEN has made substantial investments in the existing network firewall infrastructure, which consists primarily of McAfee firewalls. Expanded competition that resulted in selection of a non-McAfee provider would provide no demonstrable value, would cause unacceptable delays in sustaining FLENUMMETOCCEN's critical mission network firewall operations, and duplicate costs already expended in arriving at the current level of network firewall operational stability. McAfee Firewall Enterprise S6032 maintenance support is the only technical maintenance support option capable of servicing this proprietary operating system.

Determination of fair and reasonable costs:

[bookmark: _GoBack]This acquisition is being conducted in accordance with FAR Part 8.405. An Independent Government Estimate has been provided and the Contract Specialist will use to determine price reasonableness. The placement of a FFP order is anticipated. The Contracting Officer determines, in accordance with FAR procedures, that this procurement represents the best value and results in the lowest overall cost (considering price, special features, administrative costs, etc.) to meet FLENUMMETOCCEN's needs. In addition, an analysis of pricing information will be performed which will consider commerciality, procurement history, GSA schedules, and other available pricing information in determining price reasonableness and best value.
